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Values:
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School Mission- The community of Glenroy West Primary School works in partnership to
inspire every child to do their best and encourages them to grow and achieve excellence
School Vision - Inspire, Grow, Achieve

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
School Website: www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au

Term 1
March
•
•

Thursday 26th March- Easter Bonnet Parade is Cancelled
Friday 27th March- Dismissal at 2.30pm. Free Dress Day Gold Coin Donation for the Bushfire Appeal
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….

Principal’s Report Pamela Streete
Dear Parents and Guardians,
How quickly the time seems to pass! Surprisingly we have one week of school left of this term. The classes are
settled and working well to complete their units of inquiry.
Please note:

In view of the recent health situation and advice from the Government, we are cancelling Events
Cancelled:
 PYP Celebration of Learning
 Easter Bonnet Parade
 Morning Tea for Parents
 Disco cancelled
Free Dress Day will occur on the last day of school Friday 27 th March. Please donate a gold coin for the Bushfire
Appeal.
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.
Important Reminder to all Parents- PARKING & APPROPRIATE CONDUCT
Last week I was informed by a parent of an outside incident after school whereby another parent abused parents
for illegally parking. I do understand parking can be frustrating at times however I remind you of our Community
code of Conduct and what is stated in front of other children and parents. Please leave it to the Council Officers
to deal with.
FRIDAY 20TH IS ACTION DAY AGAINST BULLYING
Teachers will be continuing to educate students against ‘Bullying’ and strategies to assist them to build resilience.
If we don’t know about a child being bullied we can’t act however if it does come to our attention we act
immediately. Please read our attached policy.
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PYP LEARNER
PROFILES
ATTRIBUTES

FRIDAY MARCH 27TH
An early finish for the holidays. Children may wear free-choice of clothing signifying that it
is a day for gold coin donation. Many students are keen to raise money for the Bushfire
Appeal. The children will be dismissed from their classrooms at 2.30pm for the term 1
break. Please make arrangements to accommodate this.

Inquirers
Knowledgeable
Thinkers
Communicators
Principled
Open-minded
Caring
Risk-takers
Balanced
Reflective

Working with our school
It is important for parents and teachers to work together and communicate well. It can
help if you:
 Let the teacher know if there is something happening at home that may be
affecting your child
 Let them know about any health problems your child may have
 Read all the school notices and reply as soon as possible
 Be logged onto compass
 From this week parents are able to email teachers
 Get involved in school activities eg listen to children’s reading if possible
 Talk to your child about what they are learning at school
 Encourage your child to share their interest and experiences with their teacher
 Help your child bring an artefact for each inquiry.
Make an appointment to see the teacher if you are concerned about your child,
and if also necessary to make an appointment to see the Principal or Assistant
Principals -Anne Kyriacou and Lisa Brandecker.
It is not appropriate for parents to speak to another child or parent about concerns. The
teacher or Assistant Principals can help, speak to them to resolve any problems.
Children do best at school when their parents and teachers work together to support
them.
ARE YOU GOING AWAY?
Please let the office know in writing when your children will be absent from school for an
extended period of time. An email to the school address
glenroywest.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au would be perfect. Alternatively you can fill out a form
available from the office or download from our website.
Thank you for your cooperation.
CANCELLING OVERSEAS TRAVEL
Please inform the office if you plan to cancel any trip where you have already advised the
school. This information is then entered into our data base.
If you decide to keep your children at home due to concerns regarding the virus outbreak
please inform the office with a start and end date for this absence. This can be done via
school email or Compass.

CERTIFICATE OF CLEARANCE
Children returning from overseas travel are being asked to first obtain a doctor’s clearance
before returning to Glenroy West P.S. We are taking the department of health’s
recommendations seriously and giving repeated instructions to the children to regularly
wash their hands and be aware of good hygiene practices such as covering the mouth and
nose when coughing, when sneezing using a tissue, or cough. Tissues to be disposed of into the bin and hands
washed with soap including after using the toilet and before eating while at school and in everyday life.
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PYP ATTITUDES
Appreciation
Enthusiasm
Cooperation
Creativity
Confidence
Commitment
Curiosity
Integrity
Empathy
Tolerance
Independence
Respect

NAPLAN- NATIONAL ASSESSMENT PROGRAM
Helpful hints to prepare for Naplan.
1. Gauge your child’s response
Most children are not overly worried by these tests. If your child isn’t worried about them,
neither should you. Try to see them as an opportunity for them to grow and learn and try not
to create unnecessary angst for your child by talking about or worrying about the test.
2. Familiarise your child with the test format
Looking over some example test with your child will help to prepare them. Focus on things
like reading the questions, where to write their answers and checking their answers if they
get time, rather than whether their answers are correct.
3. Don’t focus on the results, but rather the process
If your child is anxious about the tests, encourage them to just try their best and to become
comfortable in the test environment. More of a better to learn exam skills such as time
management and reading/answering the question now, than whether you’re about the sit
HSC attitude.
4. Encourage your child to talk about their concerns
If your child is nervous about NAPLAN, find out what’s worrying them and have empathy
towards their concerns. Maybe talk to them about a time you were worried about a test.
5. Give your child perspective and encourage them to try their best!
If your child is excessively anxious about NAPLAN, ask them “what is the worst thing that
could happen? ”If you are unsure just guess. We will be proud of your efforts either way.
6. Be Positive
Approaching new opportunities and challenges your child faces with a positive and caring
attitude is one of the best influences you can have on your child. Being apprehensive and
nervous is a natural part of life, so helping them to deal with these feelings will help them
cope with new situations.
7. Help them to relax
Provide your child with some relaxation strategies and remind them that feeling nervous is
okay. Deep breathing, drinking water and rereading the question are useful for everyday
circumstances.
8. Prepare them for the day
Have a good night’s sleep and a good breakfast will help your child concentrate and try their
best.
9. Encourage them to do their best and try hard
Choose your words carefully and focus squarely on the effort rather than the result.

Curriculum Report- PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME (PYP)
The PYP curriculum framework highlights the central principle of agency that is embedded throughout the
three pillars of the curriculum: the learner, learning and teaching and the learning community, which all
underline that everyone connected to the school community has voice, choice and ownership to impact
learning and teaching. These holistic components complement and reinforce each other to form a coherent
whole.
The PYP Framework focuses on transdisciplinary learning as the curriculum organiser for students to
experience learning between, across and beyond traditional subject boundaries. The PYP encompasses
authentic inquiry-based learning and teaching that is engaging, significant, challenging and relevant.
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The learner
The PYP curriculum framework enables PYP students to become agents of their learning. They inquire,
question, wonder and theorize about themselves, others and the world around them. The PYP entails an
inquiry based and concept driven transdisciplinary model of learning and teaching. Through engaging with the
programme of inquiry and reflecting on their learning, PYP students develop knowledge, conceptual
understandings, skills and attributes of the IB Learner Profile to make a difference in their own lives, their
communities and beyond.
Learning and teaching
Learning and teaching in the PYP curriculum framework reflects the dynamic interplay between how students
learn best, what has been learned, and what are the next steps in learning. The approaches to learning and
approaches to teaching play a vital role in the inquiries into the six transdisciplinary themes aimed at
promoting understandings about issues local, national and global significance. Using these approaches,
students draw knowledge from these subjects, concepts, skills with the integration of language and
technology.
The learning community
The PYP community includes school, leaders, teachers, students, parents/caregivers who all contribute to
implementing and supporting a transdisciplinary curriculum that is meaningful. Everyone in the community
has agency to influence and to transform learning.
A Transdisciplinary curriculum framework
The PYP curriculum framework offers students with the opportunity to engage in learning which transcends
the traditional approaches through the design of learning practices which connect with all subjects. By
coordinating learning across, between and beyond, students are provided with an avenue to engage in depth
leaning through authentic, challenging and relevant experiences.
The International Baccalaureate has centred the PYP framework to target and foster transdisciplinary
learning, through six globally relevant themes that enable students to build knowledge and skills, through
learning experiences and teaching practices.
Thank you for your ongoing cooperation,
Kind regards,
Pam Streete
Principal

TERM 1-WEEK 8
Mrs Streete
Principal

For demonstrating the PYP Learner Profile of ‘Thinker’ by using creative and
critical thinking skills during daily learning.

Harriet
Subani

Mrs Brandecker

For always being helpful.

Silpa

Foundation A
Ms Mead

For being a principled member of our classroom and a good role model for
others.

Manahil

Foundation B
Ms Bryers

For always being a caring and kind friend to her classmates.

Tiare

Foundation C
Ms Tran

For always being an inquirer during class.

Nikki

1/2A
Miss Darlington

Commitment to improving her handwriting and improving her written
communication.

Inara

1/2B
Ms Chen

For being a risk taker and having a go at challenging tasks in numeracy.

Patrick

1/2C
Miss Wheeler

For communicating her ideas about different stories.

Hollie

1/2D
Ms Chen

For being a risk taker in numeracy.

Tutu

1/2E
Mrs Slade

For being a risk taker in her reading.

Avni

3/4A
Ms Plane

For being principled and helping her teachers and peers.

Seray

3/4B
Mrs Silveira

For your enthusiasm and for working cooperatively in your teams for your
inquiry presentation.

Bailey
Harleen

3/4C
Mrs Mendham

For being persistent in her pursuit of mathematical knowledge.

Alex

5/6A

For helping others and being a risk taker with her learning.

Sarah

5/6B
Mr Hutchison

For sharing her knowledge with others during class and showing great balance
in her learning.

Abeer

5/6C

For sharing her knowledge on how a torch works confidently.

Millie

One of the reasons why schools have been kept open by governments across Australia, on the basis of the
advice from the health and medical experts, is that people remaining in their routine daily activities, whilst
decreasing non-essential social and mass gathering activities, will decrease the opportunities for spread in
our community, including those to teachers.
There is evidence that children in households may be infected by adults within the households, which is why
all household contacts of confirmed cases are placed into home isolation when a case is confirmed. This will
continue throughout the COVID-19 response.
Thus far, approximately 2% of total cases in China have been in children, and there have been no deaths in
children under 10 years with very few hospitalisations. There is emerging evidence indicates that the people
who are most unwell, and most symptomatic are more infectious than those with very mild or minimal
symptoms.
There is not widespread community transmission at this point, and levels of COVID-19 illness are likely to be
very low. Children who are at all unwell are advised to be at home, and schools and teachers should exclude
any unwell children who present to school. Any children with undetected symptoms are likely to be minimally
infectious.
At this point there is no evidence of any school clusters where infections were driven by the student
population or student introductions. The evidence is reviewed daily and advice will continue to be tailored to
the evidence. Any change is policy advice will consider the risk to teachers as well as the broader community.
Adj Clin Prof Brett Sutton
Victorian Chief Health Officer
Health Protection Branch
19/03/2020

We have been listening carefully and responding to the feedback and questions coming in from schools. In
addition to our existing contact options, we have now established a dedicated DET Coronavirus Advice line
for government school staff which you can call on 03 8563 8621.
We know that our school teachers and staff have been raising a range of important issues, including the
need for increased support regarding cleaning and hygiene supplies, and we have received strong and clear
representations from the Australian Education Union on behalf of the workforce.
We are taking immediate action because there is nothing more important than keeping our students and
teachers safe and well. The Department has today ordered extended and additional cleaning to commence in
all schools through to the end of term.
This extended and additional cleaning will focus on the cleaning of high touch points throughout the school.
Cleaning will happen progressively throughout the day to ensure that the risks of transmission are reduced.
This will involve increased disinfectant and detailed cleaning of the common touch points, including
washbasins, all entry and exit points and shared surfaces including chairs and desks.
A combination of additional hours and/or additional cleaning staff will be brought on to do this across Victoria.
The Department is actively working with product suppliers and cleaning providers to ensure there is an
adequate supply of cleaning products. In addition, the Department is delivering additional hand sanitiser to
schools today, with further deliveries to follow.
We also know how important it is that we plan for transition to learning at home arrangements for our
students, a transition our school system needs to be ready for, in line with any changes to the Chief Health
Officer advice.
Thank you for work you have done to prepare. The Department is well prepared to support you in the event
that you are required to make this transition and to ensure resources, advice, guidance and supports are
available to each and every school.
Thank you again for your outstanding work. Later today, the daily update from Deputy Secretary David
Howes will provide further responses to issues and questions that have come through from schools.
Yours sincerely,

Hon. James Merlino MP
Deputy Premier
Minister for Education

Jenny Atta
Secretary
Department of Education and Training

