Glenroy West
Primary School

Inspire

Grow

Achieve

Information Booklet
2021
Principal:
Assistant Principal:
Assistant Principal:
Telephone:
Email:
Website:
Address:
Postal Address:

Mrs Pamela Streete
Mrs Anne Kyriacou
Mrs Lisa Brandecker
9306 8955
glenroy.west.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au
York Street, Glenroy, 3046
P.O. Box 547, Glenroy, 3046
1

Letter from the Principal
Welcome to Glenroy West Primary School, proudly a Victorian State Government School. Our
mission is to provide the highest level of public service to our community of parents and
students.
It is a privilege to be a part of the Glenroy West Primary School community.
“Our purpose is to ensure a positive learning experience for all children within a safe and
healthy school environment; to provide a vibrant and engaging curriculum; and to foster a
happy and supportive community spirit.”
Glenroy West Mission Statement:
Glenroy West Primary School aims to deliver best learning and teaching practice which
supports and develops learners who are knowledgeable and seek to display a global
perspective. Teachers, students and the wider community assist in the development of
lifelong learners who contribute responsibly to the global community.
Our community nurtures the individual talents of children so they become critical and
compassionate thinkers, lifelong learners, and individuals who are open to the differences
that exist in our global community. Specialist programs include Visual Arts, Performing Arts
and Physical Education.
The school’s Strategic plan cites literacy and numeracy as key priorities and also includes
developing stronger links with our school community as a major pathway to ensuring that
every child is literate and numerate. The partnership between home and school is a key
indicator of student performance and the building of this relationship is a key strategy for
continued school improvement.
Working together with our school community we have a strong focus on school improvement
and excellent teaching and learning programs that put our children at the centre of our day to
day school life.
Our actions are intentional, with a clear focus on purposeful teaching and learning for every
child.
Join us on our journey!
Pam Streete
Principal

EXCELLENCE – RESPECT - CO-OPERATION - RESPONSIBILITY
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School Profile
Glenroy West Primary School was established in 1958 in the northern residential suburb of
Glenroy now within the City of Moreland. We are an authorised International Baccalaureate
Primary Years Programme school. The school has a current enrolment of 325 students with
increasing enrolments to provide services to a community from diverse socio-economic and
ethnic backgrounds. A strong sense of community is promoted, characterised by the school’s
friendly, welcoming and caring environment.
Glenroy West Primary School is highly regarded in the local and wider community for excellent
academic results at above ‘State’ in both literacy and numeracy Years 3 and 5. We are very
proud of our results and strive to maintain and excel for each individual student in academic and
all facets of your child’s education.
At Glenroy West we emphasise:











Providing a safe and secure environment
School and home working in partnership
Developing each child’s potential
Developing positive attitudes to learning, school life and self
Providing professional development for all staff (teaching and non-teaching)
Striving for excellence through achievement
Enhancing academic programs
Fostering co-operation, through responsible behaviour and self-discipline
Fostering independence as students progress through the school
Consistent classroom and yard play rules and consequences
Involving parents in classroom programs and co-curricular activities.

Our school has a strong tradition of staff responsibility for input into program planning and
curriculum development through area planning teams. A balanced and sequential curriculum
with well-developed policies and programs is implemented based on the Victorian Curriculum
and Primary Years Program. Student assessment and reporting to parents is based on these
learning outcomes.

Our Vision Statement
INSPIRE

GROW

ACHIEVE

The Glenroy West Primary School Community works in partnership to inspire every child to do
their best and encourages them to grow and achieve excellence.

Our School Values
Values that are emphasised and actively promoted within our school environment:

Respect - Excellence - Responsibility - Co operation
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TERM DATES 2021
Period

Start

Finish

Term 1

All students Foundation to
Year 6 start:

Thursday 1st April

Thursday 28th January
Term 2

Monday 19th April

Monday 25th June

Term 3

Monday 12th July

Monday 17th September

Term 4

4th October

17th December

Wednesday 27th January, 2021 is a student-free day in all government schools to allow for
appropriate planning to take place for the arrival of students. All children at Glenroy West
Primary School will begin school on Thursday 28th January.

SCHOOL ROUTINE
Class times are as follows:
8.50am - 12.00 pm

First session

12:00pm – 12.10pm

Children eat their lunch under supervision

12.10pm -12.40pm

Lunch Break – half hour

12.40 am – 1.40pm

Second session

1.40pm - 2.15pm

Afternoon Recess – 35 minutes

2.15pm - 3.15 pm

Third session

3.15 pm

Dismissal
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The International Baccalaureate Primary Years Program
The PYP is designed for students aged 3 to 12. It focuses on the development of the whole
child as an inquirer, both in the classroom and in the world outside. It is a framework guided
by six transdisciplinary themes of global significance, explored using knowledge and skills
derived from six subjects areas, as well as transdisciplinary skills, with a powerful emphasis on
inquiry.
The IB Primary Years Programme
 addresses students’ academic, social and
emotional well-being
 encourages students to develop independence
and to take responsibility for their own
learning
 supports students’ efforts to gain
understanding of the world and to function
comfortably within it
 helps students establish personal values as a
foundation upon which internationalmindedness will develop and flourish.

The most significant and distinctive feature of the IB Primary Years Programme are the six
transdisciplinary themes
These themes provide IB World Schools with the opportunity to incorporate local and global
issues into the curriculum and effectively allow students to “step up” beyond the confines of
learning within subject areas.
Who we are
Inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; person, physical, mental, social and
spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities, and cultures;
rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human
Where we are in place and time
Inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and journeys; the
discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationship between and the
interconnectedness of individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives
How we express ourselves
Inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs
and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation
of the aesthetic
How the world works
Inquiry into the natural world and its laws, the interaction between the natural world (physical
and biological) and human societies; how humans use their
understanding of scientific principles; the impact of scientific and
technological advances on society and on the environment.
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How we organize ourselves
Inquiry into the interconnectedness of human-made systems and communities; the structure
and function of organizations; societal decision-making; economic activities and their impact
on humankind and the environment
Sharing the planet
Inquiry into rights and responsibilities in the struggle to share finite resources with other
people and other living things; communities and the relationship within and between them;
access to equal opportunities; peace and conflict resolution.
Essential Agreements
An engaging and collaborative learning environment is the most obvious aspects of effective
teaching.
At Glenroy West Primary School all classrooms create an essential agreement at the
beginning of the year. For that matter Glenroy West creates essential agreements for every
team, working group and for the whole school.
Essential agreements are not a set of rules and directions, instead essential agreements state
what the shared norms and expectations are. It is a collaborative action by all those involved
in that classroom or team to outline what environment will help everyone learn and achieve
at their best.

The Exhibition
The Exhibition is an important part of the PYP for all students. In Year 6, students undertake a
collaborative, transdisciplinary inquiry process that involves them in identifying, investigating
and offering solutions to real-life issues or problems. As the culminating experience of the
PYP, the Exhibition offers students an exciting opportunity to demonstrate independence and
responsibility for their own learning.
For more information visit: https://www.ibo.org/programmes/primary-years-programme/

.
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Literacy
The development of Language helps to create confident communicators, imaginative thinkers
and informed citizens. At Glenroy West Primary School we place a strong emphasis on
developing literacy skills through meaningful contexts. The Primary Years Programme of
Inquiry provides an authentic context for students to develop and use language. Alongside
the Primary Years Programme our Literacy program is
underpinned by The Victorian Curriculum, which provides a
comprehensive set of prescribed content and common
achievement standards across Victoria, and is used to plan for
student learning, assess student progress and report to parents.
The English curriculum is built around the three interrelated
strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Teaching and
learning programs balance and integrate all three strands.
Together the three strands focus on developing students’
knowledge, understanding and skills in Reading and Viewing,
Speaking and Listening and Writing.

Numeracy
Glenroy West Primary School sees the study of Mathematics as a way of thinking, and that
the transdisciplinary nature and language of mathematics as more than simply a series of
equations and facts to be memorised.
As such, we see mathematics as a powerful and effective tool that can be personalised to
engage our students in describing and analysing the world around us, and encourage our
students to think of themselves as ‘mathematicians,’ in the same way that literacy supports
our students to become authors, readers and publishers.
Mastering basic skills, developing an understanding of key mathematical concepts and using
them practically in our day-to-day life at school and home is an essential process. At Glenroy
West Primary School, we aim to embed a transdisciplinary approach to curriculum
underpinned by the International Baccalaureate’s Primary Years Programme within the
framework of The Victorian Curriculum
Staff and students use inquiry as a vehicle to apply their knowledge of mathematics in a fluent
and logical fashion to construct meaning based on their previous experiences and
understanding. Students then transfer their knowledge and understanding through the
symbolic notation. Following this students are encouraged to build upon this through the
application of increasingly abstract levels of meaning that is contextualized in relevant,
realistic contexts.
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General Information
Outside of School Hours Care
Hours of Operation: Monday to Friday
Before School Care: 7.00am-8.45am
After School Care:
3.15pm-6.00pm
More information regarding the Outside of School Hours Care Program can be obtained from
our School Office.

Communication to Parents - Compass
Compass is our online portal where parents and families can access information about their
child.
Families are provided with a unique username and password that enables them to be part of
the two-way communication with the school.
Compass can be accessed on the internet at http://glenroywestps-vic.compass.education, and
is also available as an app for some smartphones and tablets – search for ‘Compass School
Manager’ in the applicable App Store.
Logging in to Compass provides a quick and easy way to do a range of things, including
notifying the school about an absence for your child, accessing their Semester report and
seeing results of many of our assessment tasks conducted throughout the year. Newsletter
and important information is communicated to parents through Compass.

Excursions and Incursions
Excursions and Incursions are an important part of our educational program. They provide
experiences for the child which support the learning within the Units of Inquiry.

Camps
We offer an annual school camp for students in Years 3 to 6.

Swimming Program
The school offers a swimming program in Term 4 each year for all year levels.

Library
A library session will be allocated once a week where children
may borrow books from the school library to take home. The
library is also open at lunchtimes for students to enjoy the books.
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Lunch Orders
Lunch Orders are available on Wednesdays from Classroom Cuisine
www.classroomcuisine.com.au

Canteen
We sell snacks and icy-poles at the Canteen during our second break.

Reporting to Parents
Parent/Teacher interviews are held three times a year, or when requested, to discuss your
child’s progress.
All students receive an Individual Learning Improvement Plan once a term.
A formal Student Report will be sent home via Compass to parents
twice a year.
Regular updates on learning are sent home via Seesaw.

School Council
The School Council is the main organisational body which involves parent participation. It is
largely responsible for the organisation of and improvement to, the facilities of the school.
Decisions made by the School Council are made based on continued consultation with the
Principal and Staff.
Meetings are held throughout the term. These meetings are open to the entire school
community and parents are encouraged to discuss with School Council members any
concerns they may have regarding school policy or facilities. This is essential if the School
Council is to reflect the wishes and attitudes of the entire school community.

Volunteers
Parent and community volunteers are welcome to assist in a number of ways. Volunteers are
welcome to assist in the classrooms, on camps and excursions, in the library, at school events,
fundraising events and working bees.
Any volunteers who will be working with children at the school will require a Working With
Children Check.
If you would like to assist with any form of parent help and you do not yet hold a current
WWC Check, you need to apply for a WWC Check as follows:
1. Complete an application form (available online at
www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au) and submit with a passport size photograph of
yourself at any participating Australia Post outlet, where a receipt will be issued.
2. You will then receive your WWC Check in the mail, 2-6 weeks later. Once received,
you will need to provide your card to the school office staff who will take a copy of
your card to keep on file.
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School Assembly
Our assemblies are held each Friday commencing at 2.40pm in the school Hall. The assembly
is run by the Year 6 Student Leadership Team.
Parents, relatives and friends of the family are welcome and encouraged to attend as it keeps
you informed as to important news and events within the school community.
Student of the Week will be awarded to students based on academic and behavioural merit at
each year level and in the specialist subjects.

School Uniform
All children are expected to wear the Glenroy West Primary School uniform.
The uniform list and prices are available at the office or online at:
https://www.sustainableschoolshop.com.au/glenroy-west-primary-school/uniform-store
The uniform shop is open at Glenroy West PS every Wednesday morning from 8.30 am –
10.30am for any inquiries and to fit and purchase uniforms. Orders can also be placed online.
Hats are compulsory from the beginning of September until the end of April.

Specialist classes
Students in all year levels have weekly specialist classes in the following subjects:





Physical Education
Languages Other Than English – Indonesian
Visual Arts and Performing Arts
Digital Technologies

High Achievers
At Glenroy West we offer a number of additional opportunities for students.
ICAS – The University of New South Wales ICAS assessment is designed to assess your child’s
ability to apply classroom learning in new contexts, using higher-order thinking and problemsolving skills. Parents receive a detail report and students receive a certificate.
Tournament of the Minds - Tournament of Minds is a way for students with a passion for
learning and problem solving to demonstrate their skills and talents in an exciting, vibrant,
and public way. The Tournament's aim is to enhance the potential of our youth by developing
diverse skills, enterprise, time management, and the discipline to work collaboratively within
a challenging and competitive environment.
Maths Olympiad – We annually enter a team of 30 students from Years 3 to 6 in the
Australian Problem Solving Mathematical Olympiads - Junior Maths Olympiad Competition.
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BYO iPad Program
Students in Years 3 to 6 have the option to participate in our BYO (Bring Your Own) iPad
program.

Lunchtime Clubs
We run clubs at lunchtime interested students, including library club and coding club.

Students with Additional Needs
A speech therapist works with the school for two days a week seeing individual students.
We have a psychologist from OnPsych who works with students when parents request the
service.
A number of Education Support Staff members who work in the classrooms to support
students.
We provide Intervention in Reading and Numeracy for students that require additional
support in these areas.

EAL - English as an Additional Language
The cultural capabilities of all students are valued and celebrated at Glenroy West. Catering
for English as an Additional Language (EAL) students is a long term, whole school
commitment. Some EAL students require targeted teaching, extra time, support and exposure
to English. These students may be supported in small groups with an EAL teacher to develop
and extend their literacy skills. Classroom teachers are aware of the diverse needs of EAL
students and use teaching strategies aimed at further developing the level of competency and
confidence in English for these students.

Home Learning
All students are given homework on a weekly basis.
All students also receive a subscription to Mathletics and Reading Eggs.
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Child Safe
The safety of all of our students is a high priority for all staff at Glenroy West Primary School.
As part of our commitment to the physical and mental health of the students in our school
community, we are fully involved in meeting our Duty of Care for your children while they are
in our care.
Anne Kyriacou (Assistant Principal) is the school Child Safety Officer. If you need any support,
please feel free to contact her.
It is everyone's responsibility to protect children from all forms of abuse. For information on
how we can all be active in protecting children from abuse, please read the information at:
https://www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au/page/215/Child-Safe

Instrumental Music Lessons at Glenroy West
Instrumental music lessons are offered on a user pay basis during school hours. If you are
interested, please contact Genesis Music School on 0421 426 674
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Playgroup
We offer a playgroup for our families and the local community. If you have children between
the ages of 0 to 5, please come along and enjoy!
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York Street Kindergarten

York Street Kindergarten is on the site of the Glenroy West Primary School and is very much a
part of the learning community.
York Street Kindergarten is managed by the Northern Schools Early Years Cluster, and offers a
high quality program for both 3 and 4 year old children. York Street Kindergarten is regularly
attended by a speech pathologist, psychologist and social worker. This team of specialist’s
works closely with the educators to ensure that the children are supported with their
developmental needs, learning, wellbeing and inclusion in the program.
For more information about the 3 year old and 4 year old kindergarten programs, please
contact York Street Kindergarten on 9304 3308. The Glenroy West Primary School office is
also able to assist with inquiries, on 9306 8955.
4 Year Old Program
Children attend 3 days per week on either:
Monday
8:30am to 1:30pm (5 hours)
Tuesday
8:30am to 1:30pm (5 hours)
Wednesday 8:30am to 1:30pm (5 hours)
Thursday
8:30am to 1:30pm (5 hours)
To enrol your child in the 4 year old kindergarten, please contact Moreland city Council on
9240 2271 or visit https://www.moreland.vic.gov.au/four-year-old-kindergarten
3 Year Old Program
Friday
9:15am to 1:15pm (4 hours)
To enrol your child in the 3 year old kindergarten, please contact the NSEYC on 9306 1662 or
email the enrolment officer at office@nseyc.org.au
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