School News
31st March 2022

Values
Respect, Responsibility, Integrity and Excellence
Vision
Glenroy West Primary School Kindergarten to Year 6 aspires to create a challenging, safe, inclusive learning
environment that will develop internationally-minded young people who will achieve their greatest potential and
make a positive contribution to a diverse global society.

IB LEARNER PROFILE ATTRIBUTES
INQUIRERS

KNOWLEDGEABLE

THINKERS

COMMUNICATORS

PRINCIPLED

OPEN-MINDED

CARING

RISK-TAKERS

BALANCED

REFLECTIVE

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
School Website: www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au

2022 DATES TO REMEMBER
Term 1- Monday 31/1- Friday 8 April
• Thursday 7th April-Student Led Conferences
• Friday 8th April- School Term ends at 2.30 pm Easter Bonnet Parade & Free Dress. Gold coin donation towards
Royal Children’s Hospital Appeal
Term 2 - Monday 25 April - ANZAC DAY – Public Holiday
•

School begins on Tuesday 26 April

Term Dates 2022
Term 1- 31 January - 8 April
Term 2- 26 April- 24 June
Term 3- 11 July – 16 September
Term 4- 3 October – 20 December

PYP LEARNER
PROFILES
ATTRIBUTES

Update from the Principal
Principal’s Message

Dear Parents & carers,
As IB learners we
strive to be:
Hope you are all well.
Inquirers
Goodness Week 9 and now rolling into the last week of term one. The term has certainly flown
with a lot of learning with many wonderful highlights.
Knowledgeable
Thinkers
Communicators
Principled
Open-minded
Caring
Risk-takers
Balanced
Reflective

Oh well, the Bombers were not exactly firing last Saturday. My husband and I decided to attend
the game as he follows Brisbane and possibly not the best decision on my part as we lost the
game.
The motto of this little story is it is not always recommended to go the footy with someone who
doesn’t follow the same team!
All fine we survived although we were surrounded by Brisbane supporters!
Great moments I noticed this week:
• Congratulations to James Jardine and the SWPBS Team for the successful implementation of the
Token program recognising positive behaviours
• Our new School Council for 2022 met for the first time on Tuesday 29 March and office bearers
were elected
• Ride2 School Day. Thank you to Jared Cruz (PE Teacher) for organising our Ride 2 School Day. It
was wonderful to sight so many students riding, walking or scooting to school.
• The arrival of the trucks to begin pouring the cement for new buildings. How exciting and please
stop by and have a look! The students are certainly watching keenly every step of the way.
SCHOOL COUNCIL 2022
The office Bearers for School Council 2022 are as follows
President: Gayle O’Sullivan
Vice President: Peter Kardaras
Treasurer: Imelda Rennick
Minute Secretary: Anne Kyriacou
Correspondence Secretary: Eva Aristidou
Executive Officer: Pamela Streete
Education Subcommittee Convenor: Anne Kyriacou
Education Members: Aaliya Sadaf, Purushottam Budhathoki and Pravie Kears
Finance Subcommittee Convenor: Pamela Streete
Finance Members: Eva Aristidou, Imelda Rennick and Peter Kardaras

Buildings and Grounds Subcommittee Convenor: Pamela Streete
Building & Grounds subcommittee members Gayle O’Sullivan and Yiota Paraskevopoulos
Public relations and Publicity Subcommittee Convenor: Lisa Brandecker, Nasreen Sultana and Pravie Kears

End of Term 1
Please note that Term 1 finishes on Friday 8 April at 2.30pm. Families are to collect their children by 2.30pm as the
school will close at that time. Any children who have not been collected will be sent to OSCH Club.
Student Led Conferences_ Please Book online via Compass
If you require assistance with the booking process please speak to Anita or Eva at the school office.
Date- Thursday 7 April
The Student Led conference is an opportunity for students to have open communication between school and home. It
teaches self -evaluation and reflection and focuses on goals setting and learning. This is also an integral component of the
school reporting process.
The conference is a conversation conducted by your child about their learning. Your child will be expected to lead the
conference discussion in the presence of their teacher and a parent/guardian. If you have any specific questions or
concerns you would like to discuss please arrange a meeting time outside of the Student Led Conference with your child’s
teacher.
Let’s work together to support the learning of your child.
Pam Streete
Principal
SPOTLIGHT ON SCHOOL WIDE POSITIVE BEHAVIOURS SUPPORT PROGRAM-SWPBS
Dear Parents and Guardians,
This week, I thought it was timely to talk about the core values that underpin the SWPBS program.
What is a value?
A value is a belief that you have that is important in your life. A value is a principle or standard that guides your behaviour
and choices. Our values form our moral map which we consult every time we have to make a value-based decision or we
face a moral dilemma.
It is very important to respect our physical self. Here are some ways we can respect our bodies• Make sure we drink lots and lots of fresh water to keep our skin and insides hydrated and ready for learning
• Make sure we have adequate and nutritious food to eat that includes lots of fresh fruit and vegetables
• Make sure we wear appropriate clothing to protect our skin- sunhat and sunscreen
• Make sure we have enough rest and sleep daily to keep our batteries charged
• Include regular exercise in our daily routines
• It is also very important to respect our emotional self. It is crucial to be kind to ourselves and use positive selftalk. People that respect themselves, use positive self- talk and are more likely to be happy and successful. They
can stick up for themselves when necessary. Respectful people also acknowledge the strengths and achievements
of others.
Family activity
As a family, you might like to discuss, what respect means to you and to identify the ways you all show respect for
yourselves and each other.
Warm regards
Pamela Streete

PREMERS READING CHALLENGE 2022
The Premiers Reading Challenge has begun and we are hoping to have many more students complete the challenge this
year. With the school holidays nearly upon us, it is a great chance to relax and read or experience some beautiful books.
More information to follow from Ms Luke.

EVERY DAY COUNTS!
ATTENDANCE RESEARCH FACTS
Did you know that research shows that higher student attendance at school is associated, on average, with higher
student achievement.
Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve better when they
go to school all day, every day. They will:
• Learn better
• Make friends
• Be happier
• Have a brighter future.
Sincerely,
Kind regards
Pamela Streete
Principal
Attendance
EVERY DAY COUNTS! A HEALTHY SCHOOL CULTURE!
Must I send my child to school every day?
Yes unless:
•
•
•

Your child is too sick or injured to go to school
Your child has an infectious disease
The school principal is provided with any other genuine and acceptable reason for absence.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS- EVERY DAY COUNTS………….
Why does Attendance Matter?
Every day counts in a child’s academic life. The primary rationale for high-quality
attendance is the relationship between attendance and student achievement.
A missed school day is a lost opportunity for students to learn, in this era of increased accountability for
states and schools.
Research shows that attendance is an important factor in student achievement.
Students who attend regularly have been shown to achieve at higher levels than students who do not attend
have regular attendance.
[

Poor attendance has serious implications for later outcomes as well.
We have reviewed our Attendance policy and process this year - please see attached on the webpage. Our
school does an excellent job monitoring the attendance and punctuality of all students however there are a
small number of students who continue to arrive ‘late’ and those with chronic absenteeism. The DET has
raised the attendance of all students as a continued focus for 2022.

Reminder- Easter Hat Parade: Friday 8th April at 9.20am on the Basketball Court
Long weekend- check intime for the progress of the Easter Bonnets with all the trims upon them….
Please do not leave the important creative family project until the last minute. In millinery terms anything is possible and
dramatic colour and iconic designs have all been enjoyed at previous Easter parades however, the usual more traditional
chickens, eggs and daisies will also be fine.
Parents, grandparents and family friends who are able to join us on the day there is always an opportunity for you to
take part in the ‘’Parents and Friends Parade.
Please watch for more details.
Easter donations welcome.
Please leave all donations at the school office.
Kindest regards,
Pamela Streete
Principal
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Student-led Conferences
Students are excited to share their work with you at the Student-Led Conferences on Thursday 7th April.
The purpose of the conference is for students to showcase their learning and discuss their goals for future learning. Your
child’s Student Progress Update will be shared with you.
The Individual Learning Plan Progress Report will be available on Compass at the end of each Unit of Inquiry –every 7 - 8
weeks for Years 1 to 6 and termly for Foundation.
During the conference, students will lead the discussion and the teacher will be assisting to facilitate the conference and
discuss student progress and goals.
The conference will proceed for 20 minutes and you will be moving through a number of stations/activities in the
classroom. There will be up to four families in the classroom at a time.
All adult visitors who enter school buildings must be able to show evidence of two doses of COVID-19 vaccine or
have a valid medical exception. All attendees over 8 must wear a mask when inside the buildings.
Bookings need to be made via Compass by 4.00pm, Thursday 31st March. Please find instructions on how to book in
the Compass newsfeed.

Glenroy West Primary School
York Street Glenroy West
www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au
Phone: 9306 8955

Dear parents and carers,
A pop-up COVID-19 vaccination clinic will be held at Glenroy West Primary School on Wednesday 27 April and
Thursday 28 April between 3pm- 7pm.
Students and their families (current and future), in addition to general community members, are strongly
encouraged to visit the pop-up vaccination clinic during the designated times.
Eligibility
Vaccinations (Pfizer vaccine) will be available to all staff, students, their families and other local community members.
What to bring
Students and families should bring the following to the pop-up clinic:
• a face mask
• photo identification
• a Medicare number or Individual Healthcare Identifier number, if you have one.
Please speak to your doctor if you have any questions about vaccination and your child and your own individual health
circumstances.
Consent
As a parent or carer, you can complete a consent from for COVID-19 vaccination for your child to take with them, or you
can attend with your child to provide consent in person.
Students can consent to vaccination themselves if a health professional assesses them to be a mature minor. That is that
the health professional assesses that they understand the information relevant to the decision to be vaccinated and the
effect of that decision.
More information
If you and your child cannot attend the pop-up vaccination clinic, you can book and receive your COVID-19 vaccine at a
state vaccination centre, Commonwealth vaccination centre, participating GP clinics, pharmacies or community health
services.
You and your child can find a participating Commonwealth vaccination centre, GP, pharmacy or community health service
through the Vaccine Clinic Finder. You can book your appointment online or by calling the vaccine provider nearest to
you.
To find a state vaccination centre and opening times, visit coronavirus.vic.gov.au.
Translated advice about the vaccines is available at coronavirus.vic.gov.au.
For further assistance, contact:
•
•

the Department of Education and Training COVID-19 hotline on 1800 338 663.
the National coronavirus and COVID-19 vaccine helpline: 1800 020 080.

Kind regards,
Pamela Streete
Principal

GLENROY WEST PRIMARY SCHOOL
ATTENDANCE POLICY
INSPIRE GROW ACHIEVE

PURPOSE
The purpose of this policy is to
•

ensure all children of compulsory school age are enrolled in a registered school and attend school every day the
school is open for instruction

•
•

ensure students, staff and parents/carers have a shared understanding of the importance of attending school
explain to school staff and parents the key practices and procedures Glenroy West Primary School has in place
to o support, monitor and maintain student attendance o record, monitor and follow up student absences.

SCOPE
This policy applies to all students at Glenroy West Primary School.
This policy should be read in conjunction with the Department of Education and Training’s School Attendance Guidelines.
It does not replace or change the obligations of Glenroy West Primary School, parents and School Attendance Officers
under legislation or the School Attendance Guidelines.

DEFINITION
Parent – includes a guardian and every person who has parental responsibility for the child, including parental
responsibility under the Family Law Act 1975 and any person with whom a child normally or regularly resides.

POLICY
Schooling is compulsory for children and young people aged from 6 to 17 years (unless an exemption from attendance
or enrolment has been granted).
Daily attendance is important for all children and young people to succeed in education and to ensure they do not fall
behind both socially and developmentally. School participation maximises life opportunities for children and young people
by providing them with education and support networks. School helps people to develop important skills, knowledge and
values that set them up for further learning and participation in their community.
Students are expected to attend Glenroy West Primary School during normal school hours every day of each term
unless:
•
•
•

there is an approved exemption from school attendance for the student
the student has a dual enrolment with another school and has only a partial enrolment in Glenroy West Primary
School, or
the student is registered for home schooling and has only a partial enrolment in Glenroy West Primary School
for particular activities.

Both schools and parents have an important role to play in supporting students to attend school every day.

Glenroy West Primary School believes all students should attend school all day, every day when the school is open for
instruction and is committed to working with its school community to encourage and support full school attendance.
Our school will identify individual students or cohorts who are vulnerable and whose attendance is at risk and/or declining
and will work with these students and their parents to improve their attendance through a range of interventions and
supports.
Students are committed to attending school every day, arriving on time and are prepared to learn. Our students are
encouraged approach a teacher and seek assistance if there are any issues that are affecting their attendance.
Glenroy West Primary School parents are committed to ensuring their child/children attend school on time every day
when instruction is offered, to communicating openly with the school and providing valid explanations for any absence.
Parents will communicate with the relevant staff at Glenroy West Primary School about any issues affecting their child’s
attendance and work in partnership with the school to address any concerns.
Parents will provide a reasonable explanation for their child’s absence from school and endeavour to schedule family
holidays, appointments and other activities outside of school hours.

Supporting and promoting attendance
Glenroy West Primary School’s Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy supports student attendance.
Our school also promotes student attendance by providing breakfast club twice a week.

Recording attendance
Glenroy West Primary School must record student attendance twice per day. This is necessary to:
•
•

meet legislative requirements
discharge Glenroy West Primary School’s duty of care for all students

Attendance will be recorded by the classroom teacher at the start of the school day and after lunch using Compass.
If students attend a school approved activity, the teacher in charge of the activity will record them as being present.

Recording absences
For absences where there is no exemption in place, a parent must provide an explanation on each occasion to the
school.
Parents should notify Glenroy West Primary School of absences by:
• contacting reception via phone if it is an unplanned absence, and informing the classroom teacher if it is a planned
absence
If a student is absent on a particular day and the school has not been previously notified by a parent, or the absence is
otherwise unexplained, Glenroy West Primary School will notify parents by SMS/push notification message
email/telephone/other method of notification. Glenroy West Primary School will attempt to contact parents as soon as
practicable on the same day of the unexplained absence, allowing time for the parent to respond.
If contact cannot be made with the parent (due to incorrect contact details), the school will attempt to make contact with
any emergency contact/s nominated on the student's file held by the school, where possible, on the day of the
unexplained absence.
Glenroy West Primary School will keep a record of the reason given for each absence. The Principal will determine if the
explanation provided is a reasonable excuse for the purposes of the parent meeting their responsibilities under the
Education Training Reform Act 2006 and the School Attendance Guidelines.

If Glenroy West Primary School considers that the parent has provided a reasonable excuse for their child’s absence the
absence will be marked as ‘excused absence’.
If the school determines that no reasonable excuse has been provided, the absence will be marked as ‘unexcused
absence’.
The Principal has the discretion to accept a reason given by a parent for a student’s absence. The Principal will generally
excuse:
•
•

medical and dental appointments, where out of hours appointments are not possible or appropriate
bereavement or attendance at the funeral of a relative or friend of the student, including a student required to
attend Sorry Business

•
•
•

school refusal, if a plan is in place with the parent to address causes and support the student’s return to school
cultural observance if the parent/carer notifies the school in advance
family holidays where the parent notifies the school in advance

If no explanation is provided by the parent within 10 school days of an absence, it will be recorded as an ‘unexplained
absence’ and recorded on the student’s file.
Parents will be notified if an absence has not been excused.

Managing non-attendance and supporting student engagement
Where absences are of concern due to their nature or frequency, or where a student has been absent for more than five
days, Glenroy West Primary School will work collaboratively with parents, the student, and other professionals, where
appropriate, to develop strategies to improve attendance, including:
•
•
•
•
•

establishing an Attendance Student Support Group
implementing a Return to School Plan
implementing an Individual Education Plan
implementing a Student Absence Learning Plan for students who will be absent for an extended period
arranging for assistance from relevant student wellbeing staff.

We understand from time to time that some students will need additional supports and assistance, and in collaboration
with the student and their family, will endeavour to provide this support when it is required,

Referral to School Attendance Officer
If Glenroy West Primary School decides that it has exhausted strategies for addressing a student’s unsatisfactory
attendance, we may, in accordance with the School Attendance Guidelines refer the non-attendance to a School
Attendance Officer in the Regional Office for further action.
If, from multiple attempts to contact with a parent, it becomes apparent that a student will not be returning to the
school, the Principal may make a referral to a School Attendance Officer if:
•

•

the student has been absent from school on at least five full days in the previous 12
months where: o the parent has not provided a reasonable excuse for these absences;
and
o measures to improve the student's attendance have been undertaken and have been unsuccessful
the student’s whereabouts are unknown and: o the student has been absent for 10
consecutive school days; or o no alternative education destination can be found for
the student.

COMMUNICATION
This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Available publicly on our school’s website and on Compass
Included in staff induction processes
Included in staff handbook/manual
Discussed at annual staff briefings/meetings
Included in transition and enrolment packs
Discussed at parent information nights/sessions
Reminders in our school newsletter
Hard copy available from school administration upon request

MORE INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
•

The Department’s Policy and Advisory Library (PAL): Attendance

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL
Policy last reviewed

July 2019

Approved by

School Council March 2022

Next scheduled review will be in 4 years

March 2026

Mrs Streete
Principal

For demonstrating the value of ‘respect’ by acknowledging one another
and each other’s rights as well as being courteous at all times. Well
done.

Harrison
Easton
Aiden
Natalija

Foundation A
Ms Chen

For being a balanced learner and making good choices to help him.

Samuel

Foundation B
Mrs Silveira

For being balanced and making good choices which help him and others
learn.

Tavish

Foundation C
Ms Eyigun

For being a balanced learner and giving different things a go.

Mustafa

1A
Ms Tiwana

For being a balanced student and making good choices in school.

Tyson

1B
Mrs Zambara

For being a balanced student by making good choices for his wellbeing
and learning.

Vivaan

2A
Ms Webster

For being a balanced learner and making good decisions in class.

Lily

2B
Mr Shields

For being a balanced learner and making good decisions in class.

Arav

3A
Ms McLure

For demonstrating balance when working independently and with
others.

Zayan

3B
Ms Wheeler

For always making balanced decisions in the classroom.

Sara

4A
Ms Mendham

For understanding emotional balance to achieve personal well-being.

Kaden

4B
Mrs Brandecker
Mrs Kyriacou

For demonstrating balance within the classroom.

Roha

5/6A
Ms Bryers

For being balanced in the classroom when completing all set tasks

Isabella

5/6B
Mr Hutchison

For demonstrating balance when working independently and with
others.

Krishmika

5/6C
Mr Jardine

For demonstrating balance in all assigned tasks.

Luke

PE
Mr Cruz

For being a balanced student by making choices during PE which help
her classmates.

Grace

The Importance of ‘Reading at Home’ with your children
Research shows that children who are given exposure to books daily by someone
who loves books will develop the desire to learn to read. This intrinsic motivation
can do more to help a child learn to read than anything else. So, when you do your
best to find time to read aloud every day, you're doing much more than "just"
reading to your children.
When you make time for a read-aloud every day, you also make time for:
•
•

•
•

Enjoying the sheer pleasure that books can bring
Real-life exposure to the language and literacy skills students have been
learning throughout the course of the school day
Inspiring beginning readers to plunge onward with their reading efforts
Sending the message that reading books is so important, that time is made
for it every day without exception.

Please see our website for more information and tips around reading and literacy.
https://www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au/page/201/Tips-for-Families
Anne Kyriacou
Assistant Principal

