
 School News         

29th July,2021 

 

Values 

Respect, Responsibility, Integrity and Excellence 
 

Vision 
Glenroy West Primary School Kindergarten to Year 6 aspires to create a challenging, safe, inclusive learning 
environment that will develop internationally-minded young people who will achieve their greatest potential and 
make a positive contribution to a diverse global society. 
 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
 

School Website: www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au 

 

ATTENDANCE- OUR NEW SLOGAN LEARNING STARTS AT 9AM  

August 
Friday 13th August- Whole School Athletics Day 
Monday 16th August- Grade 1-2 Excursion to ACMI 
Wednesday 18th August- Family Science Afternoon 
Friday 20th August- Book Week Parade (Dress Up day) 
Thursday 26th August- School Photos 
September 
Wednesday 1st- 3rd Sept.- CAMP 
Thursday 9th September- Writer’s Festival 
Wednesday 16th September- Year 6 Exhibition 
Friday 18th September- Last day of Term 3. Casual Clothes day. Students dismissed at 2.30pm 
 
TERM 3 Monday 12 July to Friday 17 September 
TERM 4 Monday 4 October to Friday 17 December 
 

Schools Photos 
Please Note: School Photos have been rescheduled to Thursday 26th August. 
 
 
 

IB LEARNER PROFILE ATTRIBUTES  

INQUIRERS  KNOWLEDGEABLE  THINKERS  COMMUNICATORS 

PRINCIPLED  OPEN-MINDED  CARING  RISK-TAKERS 

BALANCED  REFLECTIVE 

 

 



 

Principal’s Message: 

 

Dear Parents/carers, 

 

Hope your week is going well after the week of lockdown.  

 

A warm welcome back to school, staff and families. 

It was heart-warming to see the children return to school on Wednesday. 

Their happy faces and smiles were wonderful to see.  

 

We look forward to checking in with each student and their return to on site learning. 

 

Parent Teacher/ Student Meetings- This week inclusive of Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Parent Teacher conferences are valued times for both teacher, students and parents to 

connect and discuss student effort and engagement. Facilitating this event this year required 

all involved to be more flexible and adaptive. Possibly, an interesting aspect of the virtual 

meeting s was that your child/children found themselves as tech support for their parents, 

demonstrating some of the skills they have gained from remote learning as well as at school. 

These meetings however provided for authentic engagement with our parent community 

and, an opportunity to meet, share information and, build the learning partnership. 

 

Thank you to all parents who booked a meeting tie and, came along, virtually to participate 

in this very important exchange of information. Staff have commented on the wonderful and 

very worthwhile afternoon and evening of conversations between parents/carers and 

teachers that took place yesterday. They were also grateful for the respectful and 

appreciative nature of parents/carers who understood the time constraints and complexities 

of facilitating these meetings through the use of technology. While a face to face meeting 

lends itself to a more personalised interaction, the convenience of facilitating meetings 

remotely will be we expect part of meeting options overall. 

 

As a school we recognise that both parents and teachers play an important role in children’s 

learning, development and wellbeing, and that children generally do better when there are 

positive connections between the different spaces they learn in. We do believe that a strong 

and respectful relationship is in place with your child’s school and teachers, you as parents 

are in a good position to give them the information they need to help them gain the most out 

of their education. This is also relevant now as we ask you to support your child/children’s 

engagement in the remote and flexible home learning program. 

 

Parents, in partnership with schools, play a key role in assisting their children understand 

and value the roles and responsibilities schools play in society. Thus the ‘turn out’ to the 

meetings on Tuesday and Wednesday was an excellent result and, an indication of the level of parent 

engagement and interest in the learning journey of their children and the work of the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PYP LEARNER 

PROFILES 

ATTRIBUTES 

As IB learners we 
strive to be: 
Inquirers  

 
Knowledgeable  
 
Thinkers  
 
Communicators  
 
Principled  
 
Open-minded 
  
Caring  
 
Risk-takers  
 
Balanced  
 
Reflective   
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Article for Parents/ carers 

Transitioning from on -site learning to remote learning should be seamless. 

Easier said than done we say. 

 

Parents, Technology and Wellbeing 

Balancing the role of parent and teacher 
You are not trained to teach children, but we all have a natural inclination to be teachers. See your role as more of a 

learning coach. Your key role is to encourage, be interested, foster curiosity and know when they really need a 

break.  There will be times when a short walk is good for everyone. 

1. Set up Learning Areas 

Young people do not cope well sitting in one place for the entire day. Where and if possible set up spaces for 

different types of learning. They don’t need to be extravagant. 

2. Sleep 

Be willing to allow additional sleep time.  Young children need at least 8-10 hours of sleep. The last hour of sleep is 

critical and aids memory retention.  

3. Create a structure 

It is important to formalise the change in learning environment. A day planner is a good idea. Students can set goals 

each day, factor in online class times and plan ahead. Breaks and mealtimes are critical.  

4.   Support, but resist doing the work 

Support your child/children in their preparation and make yourself available to assist for questions and concerns. 

5. After school screen time 

Minimise non -school screen time. At the very least, create some separation between the learning day, use of screen 

time and relaxation. Set the ground rules. 

6. Reading 

Encourage your child to read daily. Model reading, get your reading material and discuss. Improved reading will 

help your child in all learning areas. 

7. Don’t allow game addition to flourish 

Computer games are highly addictive. Do not allow young people lapse into playing games to keep them occupied. 

Set the rules and be firm. 

8. Physical Activity 

Look for all opportunities to include physical activity daily. Some fresh air and exercise works wonders for us all. 

Research shows it can reduce stress and being active makes us more alert. 

9. Have fun, play games and cook together 

Trying new things and creating ways of connection can build stronger relationships. 

 

Seek support if needed from your child’s teacher, school leadership or student support services 

• Kids Helpline- 1800 551 800 or kidshelp.com.au 

 

• Headspace- 1800 650 890 or eheadspace.org.au 

 

• Lifeline 13 11 14 or lifeline.org.au 

 

• COVID Hotline advice- 1800 338 663 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Parent Opinion Survey- 2021 

Thank you to all parents and carers who have completed the Parent Opinion Survey. 

At Glenroy West P.S PARENT OPINION AND FEEDBACK IS HIGHLY VALUED. The use of Parent Opinion data on a 

range of issues and as a measure of school performance is vital to working to ensure our school is the very best it 

can be. 

We encourage and request parent feedback and opinion throughout the year to also involve parents, staff and 

students in the annual anonymous DET State wide opinion surveys. 

The Parent Opinion survey is held in Term 3 annually across all Victorian schools. Selection for inclusion in the survey 

is purely a random sample involving 30% of parents. We strongly encourage all parents who have been selected 

randomly in 2021 to complete the survey as soon as possible within the 3 week period. 

The responses of parents with regard to the measures of school climate, student engagement and effective teaching 

practice known to influence student engagement and outcomes, will be of great benefit to our school. 

The opinions and data gained, will be used in school review processes and will contribute to ongoing whole school 

improvement. 

 

Q: How will I know if I am selected to participate? 

Parents/ Carers who have been selected to participate through the random selection sample process will receive an 

email and link to the survey with guidance information during this term. If you are selected and require further 

information please don’t hesitate to contact me via email Pamela.Streete@education.vic.gov.au 

 

Thank you for your ongoing cooperation. 

Pamela Streete 

Principal 

 

 

Victorian Premiers’ Reading Challenge 2021 

About the challenge- 

The Premiers reading Challenge has now started. Now in its 17th year, the challenge continues to inspire more 

children to read, helping to build essential literacy skills that support their education. 

 

 As part of the challenge, students in Years 3-10 need to read at least 15 books in the 6 months from March to    

September to complete the challenge. For Foundation- Year 2, the challenge is to read or experience 30 books. 

 Please contact Rachael Marks- Rachael.Marks@education.vic.gov.au 

 Please contact Rachel Chen- Rachel.Chen@education.vic.gov.au  

 

FOUNDATION 2022 ENROLMENTS 

We are now taking enrolments for 2022 Foundation students. Enrolment forms are available from the office or 

GWPS website. Please complete and return to the school office as soon as possible with a copy of your child’s Birth 

Certificate and Medicare Immunisation certificate.  

 

 

 

Kindest regards 

Pamela Streete 

Principal 
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Mrs Streete 
Principal 

For demonstrating the IB Learner Profile of ‘Knowledgeable’ by exploring a 
wide range of curriculum disciplines remotely and online. Well done from 
Mrs. Streete 

Riley 
Bethany 

Foundation B 
Ms Eyigun 

For asking questions about his learning and trying his best. Mahdyar 

Foundation C 
Mrs Slade 

For being a curious learner and always trying his best. Barakat 

1/2C 
Ms Tran 

For always sharing his ideas and using his curiosity to inquire into our new 
unit. 

Zayan 

1A 
Ms S Chen 

For asking questions to support his learning. Aiden 

1B  
Ms R Chen 

For being a curious learner and asking questions in his learning. Ahmed 

2D 
Ms Silveira 

For contributing excellent ideas and connections when discussing how 
music communicates during inquiry. 

Leo 

2E 
Ms Wheeler 

For asking great questions to help his learning. Aydin 

34A 
Ms Mead 

For asking great questions throughout our unit of inquiry. Amirah 

34B 
Ms Webster 

For sharing her wonderings about our new unit of inquiry. Aanya 

34D 
Mr Vermeulen 

For thinking like an inquirer when he investigated the sounds in words and how 
they could be shown. 

Massimo 

5/6A 
Ms Bryers  

For contributing excellent inquiry skills with his peers. Mohammed 

5/6B 
Mr Hutchison 

For contributing excellent ideas and connections throughout his inquiry. Abdullah 

5/6C 
Mr Jardine  

For seeking clarification during the inquiry process. Marwa 
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Reading at home with your child 
 
As young children learn to read it is important to encourage, support and praise their efforts. Our home reading 
program is based on the children bringing home one book each night and returning this book every day. If you don’t 
get a chance to read at home, please send the book back to school anyway as we read with parents some days.  The 
books your child will bring home are not intended to be difficult. The children should experience success and work 
on their reading skills that we have introduced at school. Listed are some things to remember as you enjoy books 
and stories at home together: 
 

• Make a regular time to read each day (about 10 minutes) where there are no distractions. Ensure this is a 
stress-free, enjoyable experience 

 

• Be excited about reading the book your child has selected (even if they have chosen the same book again)  
 

• Before reading, look at the cover, title and pictures to predict what the book is about 
 

• We have 3 ways of reading so you may like to ask your child which one they would like to do? You can vary 
this from night to night 

 
Reading the pictures  - look at the pictures and ‘read’ what they see. Often beginning readers tell a story by 
looking at the pictures. This is a valuable skill and makes for good discussion. 
 
Reading the words – point to each word and read the words. It is still important to look at the pictures and check 
for understanding. If your child makes an error, allow them time to self-correct or read to the end of the 
page/book and go back to the difficult word to discuss it. Remember to praise their efforts, then show them the 
word. You could ask, will the picture help? Does that sound right? What does the word start with? Does it make 
sense? 
 
Retelling the story – after the book has been read (you may like to read it to your child if they are reluctant) then 
the child retells the story in their own words. This can be done with the book closed or by looking over the 
pictures. Children can also draw a picture of what happened after they retell the story. 
 

• Encourage your child to point to the words as he/she reads 
 

• Ask your child to look closely at the pictures when reading to help work out what the words might be (please 
do not cover the pictures as this cross checking is an important skill when learning to read). 

 

• Ask your child to check for understanding as they read. This means stopping often (close the book for a 
moment) and ask who is in the story and what has happened? 

 

• Enjoy reading to your child as well as listening to them read. You are an important role model for your child 
 

• Make reading fun! 
 
Anne Kyriacou  
Assistant Principal  

 

 



 
 

  



 
  



 
 
 
  
 

   



 
 
 

 


