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Values
Respect, Responsibility, Integrity and Excellence
Vision
Glenroy West Primary School Kindergarten to Year 6 aspires to create a challenging, safe, inclusive learning
environment that will develop internationally-minded young people who will achieve their greatest potential and
make a positive contribution to a diverse global society.

IB LEARNER PROFILE ATTRIBUTES
INQUIRERS

KNOWLEDGEABLE

THINKERS

COMMUNICATORS

PRINCIPLED

OPEN-MINDED

CARING

RISK-TAKERS

BALANCED

REFLECTIVE

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR
School Website: www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au

2022 DATES TO REMEMBER

Important Reminder- SCHOOL PHOTOS- FRIDAY MAY 6
Term 2
May
• Interschool Sport begins- 6 May
• School Photo Day -Friday May 6th
• NAPLAN TESTING begins for Years 3 and 5- From May 10
• Education Week from Monday 23 May
• School Council Meeting Tuesday 24 May at 5pm
• Foundation 2023 Information Session Wednesday 25 May
June
• Year 3-4 Lyrebird Camp 1ST- 3 June and Grade1-2 Flying Bookworm Theatre Incursion
• Queen’s Birthday Public Holiday- Monday 13 June
• Planning and Reporting Day- Pupil free Tuesday 14 June
• Semester reports uploaded to Compass- Tuesday 21 June
• Tuesday 21 June- School Council Meeting 5pm
• Tuesday 21 June- Parent Teacher Interviews
• Wednesday 22 June- Parent Teacher Interviews
• Term 2 ends Friday 24 June. Casual Clothes day. Students dismissed at 2.30pm
Term Dates 2022
Term 1- 31 January - 8 April
Term 2- 26 April- 24 June
Term 3- 11 July – 16 September
Term 4- 3 October – 20 December

PYP LEARNER
PROFILES
ATTRIBUTES

Update from the Principal
Principal’s Message

Dear Parents & carers,
As IB learners we
strive to be:
Term 2 has begun so well with all students settled and ready for learning. I loved seeing all the
Inquirers
children arrive last week so excited to be back at school and the smiles on their faces. It makes a
difference to be able to see their faces and of course those of staff and students. We are looking
Knowledgeable
forward to engaging with our Glenroy West families again. The events we have not been able to
have for the past two years will be reinstated throughout the year.
Thinkers
Great moments I noticed this week:
Communicators • Students demonstrating the IB learner profile of Caring by helping each other
• Happy and smiling faces of all the students
Principled
• Visitors to the school who communicated how impressed they were of our student courtesy
• Staff commitment to all students.
Open-minded
Caring

Kind regards
Pam

Risk-takers
Balanced
Reflective

School Photos-Friday 6 May
All students are expected to wear full school uniform.
Please make sure you have ordered securely online for individual and sibling/family photos.
Any questions regarding the online ordering process please ask at the office.
Assembly – Delivered online Friday at 2.55pm
Whole school assembly occurs weekly at 2.55pm. Parents and carers are most welcome to attend
our assembly. Presently, space to conduct the assembly is an issue due to building works.
Thank you for your understanding in this matter.
School Organisation
Parents and Guardians are welcome to enter the school grounds. The gates are open at 8.30am to
enter the school grounds. Teachers are in their classrooms by 8.45am and parents and carers are
able to enter the learning spaces. We do ask that parents & guardians continue to physically
distance while in buildings.

Professional Practice Day- Planning and Report Writing day (pupil free day)
For Term 2 2022, the Department of Education and Training has provided schools with the option
to hold each teacher’s allocated professional practice day on the same day for all staff. This will
enable the most effective and efficient use of this day. As a result our professional practice day will
be held on Tuesday 14 June once School Council officially approves.
Students will not attend school on this day. The OSCH program should be operational .Details to follow.
Student Enrolments for 2023
It is very pleasing that high interest is regularly shown in our school. Prospective parents have already begun making
enquiries about 2023 places for Foundation students. Enquiries will continue throughout the year and will come from
local families, those looking to move into the area and families from further afield. Through these encounters, I gain
feedback about Glenroy West and information which clearly indicates that our learning environment and practices are
held in high regard.
If any family has a child to enrol for Foundation 2023, please email the Principal, Pamela Streete
Pamela.Streete@education.vic.gov.au
or Anita (Enrolment Officer) Antoinette.onzo@education.vic.gov.au as soon as possible.

This is important information which allows us to gauge the number of sibling enrolment places required before we begin
overall school enrolment procedures for 2023.

School Tours
Again in 2022 these will be carried out on Tuesday and Thursday weekly from 9.30am. Approximately 20 minutes
duration. Bookings are to be made through the school office on 9306-8955.
Foundation 2023 Information Day
This will be held on Wednesday 25 May at 10am.
This is an open meeting for prospective parents and interested community members and is always well attended. It is
essential therefore that we are aware of numbers attending to allow us to plan for seating and resources. So current
parents please spread the word.
Enrolment Packs
Please note the collection of 2023 Enrolment packs are available from the school office.

COVID Update
Face Masks
From Friday 22 April, face masks, while recommended are not required in any school setting. This means students in Years
3 to 6, staff and visitors in primary schools are no longer required to wear face masks. Any student or staff member who
wishes to wear a face mask may do so.
RAT screening program extension
The supply of RATS will continue for the first 4 weeks of term 2. Screening is the same as last term.
Rapid Antigen testing is voluntary for all primary, secondary and specialist school settings both students and staff.
Primary School staff and students- Recommended to test twice weekly (school days). Tuesdays and Thursdays preferred.
Screening Requirements
Students and staff who have tested positive for covid-19, and have completed their 7 day isolation period, now do not
need to undertake rapid antigen test (RAT) screening for 12 weeks after their released from isolation. This was previously
8 weeks.
Household contacts
Students and staff who are household contacts of a COVID 19 case are no longer required to quarantine. They can return
to school as long as they undertake rapid antigen tests 5 times within their 7- day period and wear face masks indoors if
they are aged 8 years and above unless they have a valid exemption.
I would like to thank all families for working closely with the school in relation to students who are confirmed as COVID
positive in the last few weeks. Communicating this information to the school and the Department of Health is extremely
important. Please continue to be vigilant in regard to regular testing and the monitoring of symptoms for COVID.
EID AL FITR
Wishing all our Muslim families a happy and peaceful Eid on Monday 3 May. This day marks the end of the month long
fast of Ramadan and the start of the feast and celebrations.
Official York Street Kindergarten Opening- Wednesday 5 May
Our York Street Kindergarten was officially opened by the Minister on Wednesday 5 May.

Warm regards

Pamela Streete
Principal

NAPLAN- May 10-20th Years 3 and 5
Two-week period from May 10th- 20th May
NAPLAN is a national literacy and numeracy assessment that all students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 sit in May each year., It is
the only national assessment all Australian students do. NAPLAN assesses the literacy and numeracy skills that students
are learning through the school curriculum and allows parents/carers to see how their child is progressing against
national standards and over time.
Schools are transferring from paper-based to computer-based assessments. All Year 3 students will continue to complete
the writing assessment on paper. Online NAPLAN tests provide more precise results and should be more engaging. One of
the main benefits is tailored (adaptive) testing, where the test presents questions which may be more or less difficult
depending on a student’s responses.
Once again NAPLAN for our Year 3 and 5 students will be online for all tests except Year 3 writing. All parents in Years 3
and 5 should have received a brochure regarding the Parent information for 2022.
If you have any questions regarding NAPLAN this year, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy skills that students are learning through their regular school curriculum.
Students sit assessments in writing, reading, conventions of language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and
numeracy. Questions will assess content linked to the Australian Curriculum: English and Mathematics. To find out more
information about NAPLAN, visit nap.edu.au

Great moments I noticed this week:
• Students taking care of one another by helping a student who required first aid
• Smiling faces of all the students
• Visitors to the school who communicated how impressed they were of our student courtesy
• Staff commitment to all students. Thank you.

PYP PRIMARY YEARS PROGRAMME -The Inquiry approach to Teaching and Learning at Glenroy West
Inquiry is not a particular teaching method but a stance that underlies our approach to living as learners, both within and
outside the school. “Inquiry is a pedagogical approach to teaching and learning”- Kathy Short.
Inquiry emphasises the development of inquiry skills and the nurturing of inquiring attitudes that enables individuals to
continue the quest for knowledge.
Memorizing facts and information is not the most important skill in today’s world. Facts change, and information is
readily available- what is needed is an understanding of how to get and make sense of the mass of information. The
inquiry process is driven by the student’s own curiosity, wonder, interest or passion to understand an issue or solve a
problem.
It encourages students to further their understandings, go deeper and become more actively interested in their own
learning. This inquiry leads to asking questions to search for understanding. At all levels, inquiry is guided by the teacher.
The teacher is often described as a facilitator in the learning process.

Why Children Should Read 20 Minutes a Day and
How This Impacts Your Kids’ Development – At Any Age
https://kidskonnect.com/articles/why-children-should-read-20-minutes-a-day-and-how-this-impacts-your-kids-development-at-anyage/

The importance of reading 20 minutes a day
There are several powerful benefits of reading 20 minutes a day:
Early reading skills can affect children’s academic success
Reading 20 minutes a day exposes kids to a vast quantity of words (1.8 million in each school year, actually!). And this
exposure makes children more likely to score in the 90th percentile on standardized tests. If you compare this to children
who read just 5 minutes per day — and are therefore more likely to score in the 50th percentile — it’s easy to see how
reading time translates to academic success.
Meanwhile, a separate study involving almost 10 million students showed only those reading at least 15 minutes a
day achieved accelerated reading gains. And those reading less were at risk of falling behind their peers.
If you’ve been unsure of the benefits of reading 20 minutes a day, these statistics should help clear any confusion up!
Reading often helps to improve writing skills
Following on from our previous point, if there’s vocabulary benefits associated with reading 20 minutes a day,
then writing benefits are there for the taking, too.
Essentially, the more words your kid reads, the wider their vocabulary is likely to be. And a wide vocabulary makes a kid’s
writing more interesting and impressive.
They’ll discover new ways to convey meaning, articulate their thoughts, persuade people, use figurative language, and
engage readers’ emotions. This can help them become stronger writers, whether working on a short story age 10, an
essay age 13, or a college application letter age 17.
Children who rarely read are less likely to expand their linguistic know-how in the same way. And that could hold their
writing back significantly.
Reading stimulates and enhances children’s imaginations
Recent research shows that the imagination may be more powerful than believed previously — scientists now believe
that creative imaging can ‘rewrite’ certain memories to be less traumatic and can even enhance certain physical
connections within the body.
For example, imagining playing a piano could “boost neuronal connections in regions related to the fingers”. So
developing a strong imagination could help people to exercise greater control over their thoughts, memories, and more.
What’s this got to do with your kid, you ask?
Well, reading daily can help to strengthen a child’s imagination, introducing them to concepts, cultures, and possibilities
beyond their own life experience. They can learn about the world, stimulate their curiosity, and give them a better
understanding of other people’s lives.
And with the imagination being such a powerful force, there’s a lot to gain from that!
Fiction stimulates creativity in children
So, from imagination to creativity — two related, but still quite different strengths for kids who read 20 minutes a day.
Getting lost in a fictional world helps kids to expand their own creativity, as they’ll experience situations, worlds,
characters, thoughts, and feeling that they may not have come across in their own lives just yet.
What’s more, by reading they’ll realize that people can make a living from writing books, magazines, and newspapers.
This may inspire them to explore their own creativity and inform their career choices in the future.
A good book encourages children to relax at bedtime
Kids, no matter their age, have a lot going on. They’re constantly learning, and changes like the transition from middle
school to high school can be stressful for some.
The good news is, either reading with your child — or allowing them to read independently at bedtime — can help them
to relax and wind down from their day.

Research by the UK National Literacy Trust (NLT) found that 90% of children feel “happiest” when reading and writing, as
opposed to playing games or watching favourite cartoons. That might sound a little unbelievable if your kid is more often
glued to their screen, than with their nose in a book, but maybe a little nudge in the right direction is all they need!
Regularly reading helps kids develop empathy
Studies show that reading can help children to develop empathy, by challenging them to consider how other people (the
characters) may think or feel.
You can give them a casual boost at school or home, too. Parents and teachers can help support this empathy
development by asking:
•
•
•

“Why do you think Harry Potter did what he did on this page?”
“What could you say to make the BFG feel better about himself?”
“How would you feel if you were far from home, like Dorothy in The Wizard of Oz?”

Learning to approach situations and consider the feelings of others could help children of all ages to be more
compassionate in life.

So why read for 20 minutes a day? Now you know
Young children, pre-teens, and teens can all reap a number of benefits from reading 20 minutes a day — whether that’s
helping them learn about the world around them, increasing their academic performance, discovering their own
untapped creative potential, or just hanging out and enjoying a great book!
So, what are you waiting for? Why not head down to the library or bookstore together, pick out a few new titles, and get
to work on setting a new, family habit — together.
Chances are, you’ve got a lot to gain from reading a little more too!

EVERY DAY COUNTS!
ATTENDANCE RESEARCH FACTS
Did you know that research shows that higher student attendance at school is associated, on average, with higher
student outcomes.
Regular school attendance will mean that your child has a better chance in life. Your child will achieve better when they
go to school all day, every day. They will:
• Learn better
• Make friends
• Be happier
• Have a brighter future.
Attendance
EVERY DAY COUNTS! A HEALTHY SCHOOL CULTURE!
Must I send my child to school every day?
Yes unless:
•
•
•

Your child is too sick or injured to go to school
Your child has an infectious disease
The school principal is provided with any other genuine and acceptable reason for absence.

ATTENDANCE MATTERS- EVERY DAY COUNTS………….
Why does Attendance Matter?
Every day counts in a child’s academic life. The primary rationale for high-quality attendance
is the relationship between attendance and student achievement.
A missed school day is a lost opportunity for students to learn, in this era of increased accountability for states
and schools.
Research shows that attendance is an important factor in student achievement.
Students who attend regularly have been shown to achieve at higher levels than students who do not attend
have regular attendance.
[

Poor attendance has serious implications for later outcomes as well.
We have reviewed our Attendance policy and process this year - please see attached on the webpage. Our
school does an excellent job monitoring the attendance and punctuality of all students however there are a
small number of students who continue to arrive ‘late’ and those with chronic absenteeism. The DET has
raised the attendance of all students as a continued focus for 2022.

Mrs Streete
Principal

For demonstrating the IB Learner Profile of ‘Inquirer’ by developing
skills for research & deeper inquiry. Well done.

Sorna
Hazel

Foundation A
Ms Chen

For being a communicator to share his knowledge with his peers.

Anirudh

Foundation B
Mrs Silveira

For communicating his feelings clearly and listening to others’ ideas.

Dawood

Foundation C
Ms Eyigun

For communicating her ideas to her peers. Well done Gabrielle.

Gabrielle

For communicating his ideas during numeracy.

Jax

1B
Mrs Zambara

For confidently communicating his thoughts and ideas during classroom
discussions.

Zayd

2A
Ms Webster

For clearly communicating his thoughts in the classroom.

Jawwad

For being a confident communicator in the classroom.

Ariana

3A
Ms McLure

For communicating interesting ideas.

Tutu

3B
Ms Wheeler

For communicating his knowledge about numeracy with his peers.

Ayaan K

4A
Ms Mendham

For being a good communicator when sharing his ideas with the class.

Ryder

4B
Mrs Brandecker
Mrs Kyriacou

For communicating her ideas throughout teaching groups and using powerful
writing strategies in her writing.

Melanie

5/6A
Ms Bryers

For working on his communication skills during class discussions.

Julius

5/6B
Mr Hutchison

For being a confident communicator when sharing his ideas with the class.

Bassam

5/6C
Mr Jardine

For working on her communication skills during reading groups.

Nuran

For communicating her ideas to classmates during team/group activities.

Akshyashree

For communicating her thoughts clearly during Indonesian.

Rimanda

1A
Ms Tiwana

2B
Mr Shields

PE
Mr Cruz
LOTE

