
Foundation Curriculum Overview 
Term 1: Who We Are 

 

We would like to congratulate the Foundation students on an excellent start 
to school. The children have had a smooth transition into school and have 
settled well into class routines. 

Unit of Inquiry 

Our first Unit of Inquiry is ‘Who We Are’ with the central idea; ‘Humans make choices 
to stay healthy and happy.’ During this unit we will inquire into; food that is good for 
our bodies, how physical activity can impact our bodies and minds, protecting ourselves 
from UV rays and good oral health. 

Inquiry into Reading 

All children in Foundation are expected to read daily at home to practice the skills they 
are learning in the classroom. 

Take home reading books have been issued to all students, along with the Oxford Words 
that will support their reading. Please make a daily habit of listening to your child read 
and reading the Oxford words together. 

The home reading program at GWPS is differentiated and based upon children having 
access to rich literature. Children are free to choose their own take home books from a 
wide selection which allows for individual needs and interests. Of course some books will 
be selected by teachers to ensure they are reading to build on and practise skills. 

This term the Foundation students have been working on various ‘Concepts about Print’ 
which enables them to read books successfully. We focus on: 

●  the front cover 

● the pictures to support the story 

● 1:1 matching and pointing to each word when reading 

After reading we are discussing texts and relating stories to our own lives. 

They are learning to recognise that texts are made up of letters, words and groups of 
words that make meaning. As children read they are beginning to recognise upper- and 
lower-case letters and the most common sound that each letter represents. We read often 
to the children to enable them to develop and enjoy a passion for reading, and ask that 
you please do the same! 

 

 

Inquiry into Writing 



In Writing, we have been focussing on language experience and children have illustrated 
and then written about their experiences at school and at home. We have been taking 
photos and capturing their daily learning, and using these pictures as a stimulus for 
writing about..   

The children are learning that spoken sounds and words can be written and many are 
having attempts at writing their own sentences. We write every day to build on these 
skills so that children will learn to write some high-frequency words - in particular the 
Oxford Golden Words. Many of our students are able to write familiar words including 
their name. Children are beginning to see themselves as writers. Encourage your child to 
write as often as possible at home! 

 

 

Speaking & Listening 

Students will have the opportunity to share their knowledge and talk about their ideas. 
Students often work in small groups and are encouraged to talk about their personal 
experiences, which helps to demonstrate the Learner Profile attributes. 

They are beginning to understand that English is one of many languages spoken in 
Australia and that different languages may be spoken by family and classmates.   

We listen to stories and teacher instructions as well as undertaking activities so the 
children learn to identify rhyming words, syllables and some sounds in spoken words. We 
encourage children to express themselves at all times and talk among themselves and with 
teachers and other school staff. 

 

Inquiry into Numeracy 

In Numeracy, we will be exploring numbers, 1:1 matching, patterns and sorting objects. 
Students have been using concrete materials to support their learning. We will be learning 
about days of the week, shapes and identifying patterns. 

The children are establishing an understanding of the language and processes of counting 
by naming numbers in sequences to 20 and beyond. The children undertake maths 
activities daily to build on number knowledge. We design activities to build on children’s 
current knowledge and extend them as they learn.  

 


