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Values: 

Respect Excellence Co-operation Responsibility 
School Mission- The community of Glenroy West Primary School works in partnership to 
inspire every child to do their best and encourages them to grow and achieve excellence 

  
School Vision - Inspire, Grow, Achieve 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES FOR YOUR CALENDAR 
 

School Website: www.glenroywestps.vic.edu.au 

 

 

Term1 

MARCH 
Friday 16th March- National Action Day against Bullying 
Wednesday 21st March- Harmony Day/Celebration of Learning at 3.30pm-4.30pm 
Thursday 22nd March- Special Lunch order day 
Friday 23rd March- Ride To School day 
Monday 26th March- National Young Leaders Day 
Tuesday 27th March- School Council Meeting at 5pm 
Wednesday 28th March- Jump Rope for Heart at 2.30pm 
Thursday 29th March –Easter Hat Parade- Last day of term 1 - 2.30pm dismissal 
Thursday 29th March- Free Dress Day, Easter Bonnet Parade at 9.15- 10.00am Hall. Assembly at 2pm for Easter 
Raffle Draw. Dismissal at 2.30pm from Classrooms. 
 
Term 2 
SCHOOL TOURS FOR 2019- NEW ENROLMENTS 
Thursday 19th April- 9.30am 
Tuesday 24th April- 10.30am 
Thursday 26th April-School Photos 
Thursday May 3rd- 9.30am Wednesday May 9th- 11.30am 
TO CELEBRATE EDUCATION WEEK- 21st- 25th May 
Thursday – 24th May- Open day education week- 9.00am-3.00pm 
Wednesday June 6th OPEN DAY  9.30am- 12.00pm 
OPEN DAYS 2018:- SCHOOL TOURS FROM 9.15am- 3.00pm 

THURSDAY 24TH MAY & WEDNESDAY 6TH JUNE  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Principal’s Report Pamela Streete 
 

We hope that families were able to enjoy a long weekend to start the week. A rest and a short break from 
routine supports both our general wellbeing and attitude. 
 
 



 
 

School Mission- The community of Glenroy West Primary School works in partnership to 
inspire every child to do their best and encourages them to grow and achieve excellence 

  
School Vision - Inspire, Grow, Achieve 

                 
Teaching and Learning at Glenroy West Primary School 
GWPS aims to deliver best teaching and learning practice which supports and develops 
learners who are knowledgeable and seek to display an international perspective. 
Teachers, students and the wider community assist in the development of lifelong 
learners who contribute responsibly to the global community. 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING AROUND OUR SCHOOL? 
Lots of learning is taking place during the first inquiries from Foundation to Year 6.Our 
specialist staff are also linking in with the units of inquiry to connect their content area 
supporting deeper understanding. 

Our Foundation Students 
Our Current Unit of Inquiry is ‘Who We Are’. We have been inquiring into the central idea, 
People can learn about themselves. We have been exploring school procedures and 
routines, essential agreements, responsibilities and friendships. In their ‘All About Me’ bag 
children collected artefacts that represented themselves and shared it with their 
classmates. Our next Unit of Inquiry is ‘How We Organise Ourselves.’ The central idea is, 
People in a community help each other. We are looking forward to inquiring into this unit. 

Year One/ Two Student 
This term the 12’s are inquiring into the transdisciplinary theme ‘Sharing the Planet’. Our 
central idea is ‘Communities and their environment are interconnected’. We are looking at 
the key concepts; reflection, responsibility and connection.  Our lines of inquiry are: 

 We can think of ways we can be responsible citizens (Responsibility) 
  We can reflect on our environment when keeping our planet beautiful for the 

future (Reflection) 
  We can think about our actions in protecting the planet in many ways 

(Connection) 
We are looking forward to our upcoming Werribee Zoo excursion on Monday 23rd April.  

Year Three/ Four Students  
CURRENT UNIT OF INQUIRY: WHO WE ARE 
Central Idea: Children have rights and responsibilities 
Students are exploring their world and connecting to the world of others through the 
investigation of their cultural heritage and their rights and responsibilities. We have begun 
this unit by developing and creating our own classroom essential agreement with our 
students which was agreed upon as a class community. We have also read and watched 
several texts (picture story books and videos) related to the central idea and making 
connections to each text during our inquiry into Reading. Through these texts, students are 
beginning to understand what our rights and responsibilities are in relation to our own lives 
- our rights and responsibilities in the classroom and at Glenroy West Primary School. We 
have also linked the rights and responsibilities we have identified in the United Nations 
Children's Rights Convention. Students will present this in a unique format to be unveiled 
at the ‘Celebration of Learning’ at the end of the term.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PYP LEARNER 

PROFILES 

ATTRIBUTES 

 

Inquirers  
 

Knowledgeable  
 
Thinkers  
 
Communicators  
 
Principled  
 
Open-minded 
  
Caring  
 
Risk-takers  
 
Balanced  
 
Reflective   
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
School Mission- The community of Glenroy West Primary School works in partnership to 
inspire every child to do their best and encourages them to grow and achieve excellence 

 
School Vision - Inspire, Grow, Achieve 

 

Year Five/ Six Students 
Who are we 
Central Idea: Choices impact our health and well-being.  
Key Concepts: Form, Causation and Responsibility.  
Learner Profile Attribute: Reflective and Principled.  

Lines of Inquiry 
 Elements of a healthy lifestyle. 
 How choices impact us physically, socially psychologically, spiritually. 
 How we can identify and improve elements of our health. 

Our first unit of the year is looking at the individuals choices and how these can impact our 
health and wellbeing. Students have been inquiring into how they can make better choices to 
improve the way they feel and act.  
The students kept a healthy diary for 2 weeks, reflecting on their eating, sleeping and 
exercise habits. 
Where we are in Place and Time 
Central Idea: Past civilisations shape present day systems.  
Key Concepts: Reflection, Change and Perspective.  
Learner Profile Attribute: Open-minded and Reflective.  
In term one students will inquire into the inter connectedness of individuals and civilisations. 
Students will be researching into the how the systems of today we designed and created 
from the ideas and thoughts from civilisations of the past.  
Our inquiry based approach focuses on tuning in, finding out, sorting out, going further, 
reflecting and acting and evaluating. Students will reflect on how their journey throughout 
the unit has been and demonstrate this in their portfolios. As the year progresses, students, 
teachers and parents will be able to see the growth in their understanding of this Murdoch 
Inquiry Based Cycle.  
 
The children are enjoying their learning and will be happy to share their understandings with 
you as they progress through their units. 
Alternatively, you may contact the school office by phone or email to provide a reason for an 
absence. 
 
MARCH 21ST-HARMONY DAY & PYP CELEBRATION OF LEARNING 
On Wednesday 21st March, your child’s classroom will be open from 3.30-4.30pm for you to 
share your child’s learning. An invitation is attached to this week’s newsletter. Please come 
along and join in our celebration of learning together. Hope to see you there! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

PYP ATTITUDES 
 

Appreciation 

Enthusiasm 

Cooperation 

Creativity 

Confidence 

Commitment 

Curiosity 

Integrity 

Empathy 

Tolerance 

Independence 

Respect 



 
School Mission- The community of Glenroy West Primary School works in partnership to 
inspire every child to do their best and encourages them to grow and achieve excellence 

 
School Vision - Inspire, Grow, Achieve 

 
Ten tips on Hearing Your Child Read 
As parents you are your child’s most influential teacher with an important part to play in helping your child to 
learn to read. Here are some suggestions on how you can make this a positive experience. 

1. Choose a quiet time with no distractions. Ten to fifteen minutes is usually long enough. 

2. Make reading enjoyable. Sit with your child and try not to pressure if your child is reluctant. If your 

child loses interest then do something else. 

3. Maintain the flow. If your child mispronounces a word do not interrupt immediately. Instead allow 

time for self- correction. It is better to tell a child some unknown words to maintain the flow rather 

than insisting on trying to build then all up from the sounds of the letters. If your child does try to 

‘sound out’ words encourage the use of letter sounds rather than alphabet names. 

4. Be Positive. If your child says something nearly right to begin with that is fine. Boost your child’s 

confidence with constant praise for even the smallest achievement. 

5. Success is the key. Remember nothing succeeds like success. Until your child has built up his/her 

confidence it is best to keep to easier books. 

6. Visit the library. Encourage your child to use the library regularly. 

7. Regular practice. Try to read with your child daily. Littler and often is best. 

8. Communicate. Your child will most likely have a school diary. Try to communicate regularly with 

positive comments and any concerns with your child’s teacher. 

9. Talk about books. There is more to being a good reader than reading the words accurately. 

Understanding the content is so important and the discussion with your child about the story, 

characters, pictures and favourite part of the book is key. 

10. Variety is so important. Children need to experience a variety of reading materials such as picture 

books, hard backs, comics, magazines, poems and information books. 

 

SAFETY OF OIUR CHILDREN 
For the safety of our children and community it has been brought to the schools attention once again, that there 
are some parents/guardians who are failing to comply with our traffic signs. 
I have received correspondence from the nearby Nursing home in William Street that parents are parking in the 
private carpark and in neighbouring drive ways. This is not a public carpark so please ensure this doesn’t continue 
for the wellbeing and safety of all. 
 
SCHOOL SAFETY 
Teachers regularly remind children to play away from the boundary fence line, and to go straight home after 
school. Please refrain from riding bikes and scooters in the playground areas please. It would be terrific if parents 
could also reinforce these safety practices. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

School Mission- The community of Glenroy West Primary School works in partnership to 
inspire every child to do their best and encourages them to grow and achieve excellence 

 
School Vision - Inspire, Grow, Achieve 

EASTER HAMPER RAFFLE 
Calling for donations for the Easter Hamper raffle, to be drawn at assembly on Thursday 29th March. Donations of 
eggs and other related goodies appreciated. Please leave at the office. Raffle tickets are attached to the 
Newsletter and will be sent home. Raffle tickets to be back to school by Wednesday 28th March. 
Parent & Friends Group 

 
EASTER HAT PARADE: THURSDAY 29TH MARCH AT 9.15AM- SCHOOL HALL 
We are now actually at the half way point of this short 9 week term. It is therefore timely to provide some 
information about our traditional Easter Hat parade. 
Easter is some time away but as usual the signs are out there with ‘eggs’, chickens and rabbits so to speak, in the 
shops already. However, it is not too early for parents and children’s minds to turn to 
“EASTER BONNETS WITH ALL THE TRIMS UPON IT”…………………………………… 
It is a delightful way to finish the term and has grown over the past few years from a school assembly to a gala 
occasion with our wider community and Kindergarten children being involved. 
PARADE DETAILS 
DATE: THURSDAY 29TH MARCH 2018 
TIME: 9.15AM 
LOCATION: SCHOOL HALL 
AUDIENCE: PARENTS, GRANDPARENTS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS. 
 
DRESS CODE FOR AUDIENCE 
Audience members are encouraged to wear a hat or head creation- a parade of parents with hats will take 
place 
So, families get together to create your headgear 

 A GWPS creation 

 A school sunhat decorated 

 Traditional Easter theme 

 PYP profile of the Learner hat and we may see – Balanced or open minded? 

 Yes usually a footy theme will always sneak in somewhere as well and that is fine. Teachers provide a 

great example and will always create and wear a hat and parade with their class. 

 

ABSENCES 
When your child is absent or late to school we are required to present a reason for the absence to the 
Department of Education DET. You are welcome to write a note to the class teacher brought to school by your 
child on their return. There are other avenues you can use to inform us of your child’s absence. A phone call or 
via Compass is extremely helpful. 
It is very important that children attend school daily except if they are unwell or in extreme circumstances. We 
know that every day at school counts! 
There are a few bugs around again and as winter approaches we can expect more. Our teachers also get sick 
from time to time and need time away. It is just as important that a teacher does not come to school sick, as it is 
for a child. Please explain to your child that this is part of life and the school will cover the grade internally or with 
a replacement teacher who will operate the teacher’s program. Thank you for your understanding. 
 
ENROLMENT PLACES FOR 2019 
The demand for places at Glenroy West Primary School and kindergarten is high. Enrolment forms are located on 
the school website or alternatively an enrolment form can be obtained from the school office. 
School Tours are conducted on Tuesday and Thursday from 9.15am. If these days are not suitable we can 
arrange an alternate day and time for your convenience. 
A personalised tour with the school principal Pam Streete can be arranged at your request. Please arrange a 
suitable day and time via the office staff with Anita or Rita. 
 
 
 



 
 

School Mission- The community of Glenroy West Primary School works in partnership to 
inspire every child to do their best and encourages them to grow and achieve excellence 

 
School Vision - Inspire, Grow, Achieve 

 
EVERY DAY COUNTS- ATTENDANCE 
It is DET policy for parents/carers to be contacted on the first day of absence from 2018. 
At Glenroy West Primary School we are committed to providing your child with an excellent education. The 
building blocks of an excellent education begins with all students coming to school each and every day. 
Regular school attendance is vital and missing school days can have a big impact on a child’s future. Missing one 
day a fortnight will equate to missing four full weeks by the end of the year. Each day a student misses school 
puts them behind and can affect their educational outcomes. 
Some of the reasons for student absence at GWPS 

 Staying home to celebrate a birthday 

 Going shopping 

 Looking after a sibling 

 Spending time with a relative 

 Extended weekends 

 Overseas travel 

 Dental and medical appointment 

 Illness 

If for any reason your child must be absent from school, parents or guardians are required to provide written 
notification, stating the reason for their child’s absence. Parents/carers will be contacted on the first day of 
absence from the beginning of 2018. 
This information will be retained by the teacher and archived by the school. This is a DET requirement. 
Please be aware from March 1st 2014, new federal government laws will mean that parents can be fined for 
not sending students to school without an acceptable reason. If you are having attendance issues with your 
child, please inform your child’s teacher so we can work together to get your child to school every day. 
Kind regards and enjoy your week, 
Pam Streete 
Principal 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

The International Baccalaureate PYP Learner Profile of the week – Inquirers 

The Student of the Week awards announced this Friday at Assembly will focus on the ‘Inquirers’ Learner 
Profile. 

Children and young people are great learners. Their curiosity is active whenever and wherever they 
learn. Instilling curiosity in our students fuels a passion for discovery. When students are inquirers, they 
acquire the skills needed to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in their own learning. 
They become engaged in the world around them and their love of learning will be sustained throughout 
their lives. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



    
                

Pamela Streete 
Principal  

For demonstrating an inquiring nature into learning and working independently with 
others. Well done. 

Bassam 
Doha 

Anne Kyriacou 

Assistant Principal 

For being an inquirer in writing. 
For being an inquirer in writing. 

Erfan  
Dakota 

Foundation A- Ms Eyigun For using his curiosity and asking questions about his learning. 
For being an inquirer during reading to help her with her reading goal. 

Michael 
Aahana 

Foundation B -Ms Bryers For being an inquirer by asking questions about her learning. 
For showing his curiosity when inquiring into the things he can do. 

Gabi 
Ashraya 

Foundation C-Ms Tran For having a go at asking questions during our classroom discussion. 
For being an inquirer about different things and wanting to seek answers to his 
questions. 

Talal 
Mauzam 

1/2A-Ms Wheeler For being an inquirer during reading.  
For always asking great questions to help her learning.  

Usama 
Seray 

1/2BMrsKing/ 
Mrs Silveira 

For always asking questions during reading time. 
For being an inquirer during reading.  

Annabella 
Kaden 

1/2C-Ms Luke 
 

For thinking about Autumn and creating a poem. 
For thinking of words that describe Autumn. 

Dash 
Jacob 

3/4A-Ms Plane For being an inquirer in reading lessons. 
For being an inquirer in numeracy and locating decimals on a number line. 

Esther 
Yukhesh 

3/4B- Ms Tchung 
 

For always being a curious inquirer by asking insightful questions about taking 
action. 
For inquiring into ways we can take action. 

Miguel 
 
Adeena 

3/4C-Ms Fong 
 

For probing further during the retell of fairy tales in our reading lessons. 
For extending her inquiries in class discussions. 

Lina 
Sri 

5/6A-Mr Clarke For being an inquirer in numeracy and being able to locate decimals and fractions on 
a number line.  
For inquiring into how to use punctuation (talking marks) in his writing.  

Matilda 
 
Jack 

5/6B-Mrs Mendham 
 

Inquiring into the form of a persuasive text and researching her arguments. 
For his diary of 'Healthy Choices' and inquiring into choices made. 

Haania 
Enzo 

5/6C –Mrs Kennedy 
 

For being an inquirer in writing lessons. 
For being an inquirer when choosing an independent reading book. 

Aqil 
Aishi 

Art Mrs Silveira For being an inspiring inquirer by sharing her own art work investigations with the class. 
For his curiosity and enthusiasm when inquiring into visual art effects and techniques. 

Seray 
 
Aqil 

Physical Education 
Ms Webster 

For being an inquirer when learning about skipping. 
For being an inquirer when learning about skipping. 

Jayla 
Shamir 

Makerspace Mr Allen For inquiring into a new Makerspace project. 
For inquiring into finding new backgrounds and characters for her group's Scratch project. 

Aaron 
Chloe 

Mary Anne Delas Alas 
Leading Teacher and Coach 

For her curiosity into creating a powerful concluding statement to improve her persuasive 
writing. 
For her curiosity into creating a powerful concluding statement to improve her persuasive 
writing. 
 

Ishika G 
Haania M 



 
 
 
 

How stories are important to children by Michael Grose 

Website: www.parentingideas.com.au 

 

Want to get your kids attention? Then start telling them a story and watch them tune in. 

“Let me tell you a story ....” is enough to get the attention of even hard-nosed kids. 

That’s because human beings are hard-wired for stories. 

Telling and reading stories to kids is a wonderful part of being a parent. 

“Just one more story, please” is hard to refuse. 

Story time is a special time that you have with kids that often stays for the rest of their lives. 

Stories also have enormous benefits for kids.  

As a former primary teacher and literacy consultant with my state’s education department I know full the educational 

benefits of parents reading and telling stories. Reading and story-telling increases kids’ vocabularies, teaches them about 

cause and effect and sequencing of events, and teaches them more about their expanding world. 

Here are some non-educational benefits I can think of: 

1. Stories help kids deal with feelings and emotions: If you read a story about a child who is afraid of the dark, it helps kids 

to know that they are not the only ones who feel that way. Hearing the same story many times helps children deal with their 

fears and other emotions. 

2. Stories can help develop a sense of belonging: When parents and grandparents tell stories about themselves (‘when your 

mum was a little girl......’) this develops a sense of confidence that comes from strong feeling of connection and family 

history.  

3. Stories provide a great sense of escape: A good story stimulates the imagination and takes kids to another world. Getting 

away from things for a while is an essential mental health skill. 

4. Stories build connections between the teller and listener: My adult kids tell me that some of their fondest memories of 

me revolve around story-time. As one of my kids said, “You may have been a grouch at times but you always lightened up 

telling a story.” (Writer’s footnote: I used to love stories. It was me who used to say ‘one more story....’ at their bed-time) 

Stories don’t have to be at bed-time. A friend of mine used to read novels to her kids to keep them quiet on long trips. There 

are plenty of times when you can introduce a book or tell a story. 

I’m a sucker for stories at bed-time. 

A special story time at bedtime can help your child look forward to going to bed, to enjoy being close to you and to relax, 

ready for sleep.  

Most importantly, your child will thrive by spending TIME with you.  Michael Grose 

Tell your child a story soon! I am sure you have many to share…. 

Anne Kyriacou 

Acting Assistant Principal 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.parentingideas.com.au/


 

 

 
 

 
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

PYP Celebration of Learning 

& Harmony Day 
 
Dear Parents/Carers,                                         

On Wednesday 21st March, Glenroy West Primary School 

participates in Harmony Day activities celebrated across 

the globe to acknowledge Australia’s cultural diversity. 

This day focuses on inclusiveness, respect and a sense of 

belonging for everyone. To celebrate Harmony Day and 

their message “Everyone Belongs” we are inviting 

parents and friends to come along to our IB Primary Years 

Programme Celebration of Learning to view the wonderful work our students have produced 

over the last few weeks celebrating themselves as unique individuals. All year levels have 

focussed on the Transdisciplinary Theme of “Who We Are” as their unit of Inquiry. We 

thought it perfectly fitting to share this occasion alongside Harmony Day as Glenroy West is 

a true depiction of a multicultural and respectful community. It will be held in your child’s 

classroom on Wednesday 21st March between 3:30 – 4:30pm. 

 
Please fill in and return the attached note to the classroom teacher to express your interest in 
attending. 
Thank you for your ongoing support and looking forward to seeing you! 
Kind regards, 
 
Mary Anne Delas Alas            Pam Streete 
PYP Co-ordinator                 Principal 
 

Harmony Day’s Celebration of Learning  
Yes I am interested in attending the Celebration of Learning on Wednesday 21st March from 3.30-
4:30pm. 
Student name: ___________________________________________________ 

Student grade: ___________________________________________________ 

Number of people attending: ________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
ICAS ASSESSMENTS 

 

 

 
 

February,2018 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians,                                                                                                    

 

In our rapidly changing world, it is becoming more and more important for our children to develop strong skills as 

they progress through their education. While our curriculum-based assessments test a student’s ability to recall 

what they have learned in a variety of subject areas, we think it’s important to do more than that, particularly in 

the foundation years of schooling.   

 

Therefore, Glenroy West Primary School will be implementing ICAS, a comprehensive skills-based program that 
assesses higher order thinking and problem-solving skills. We believe ICAS will give us deep insight into our 
students’ true capabilities and help us plan more effectively for their future years at school. 
 
HOW ICAS IS DIFFERENT FROM THE OTHER ASSESSMENTS YOUR CHILD WILL TAKE: 

1. ICAS can tell us whether students really understand what they are being taught. 

 

2. ICAS can help us discover student talents and student weaknesses that don’t always get picked up by the 

curriculum testing framework. 

 

3. ICAS will not add extra workload to a student’s study or homework regime because ICAS is an assessment 

they can’t study for. It evaluates thinking and problem-solving ability, not memory. 

 

4. ICAS’s diagnostic reports will give all of us (teachers and parents) far more insight into your child’s 

strengths and weaknesses. At school, we can act on that by tailoring our teaching and learning programs; 

at home, you will know where to direct more encouragement.  

 

5. ICAS will also give us an external benchmark we can rely on to ensure our school is keeping pace with 

national and international standardsICAS is the most comprehensive  international assessment 

program, with schools in over 20 countries participating every year.  

 

HOW TO PARTICIPATE 

If you would like your child to participate, please complete the permission slip and return it, with payment to the 

school no later than 21 March,2018 PLEASE NOTE LATE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

 

Kind regards 

Anne Kyriacou 

Assistant Principal 

 

 



2018 ICAS Permission Form 
 

 

Please return this form with your payment, to your school no later than 21 March 2018. 

 
 

I give permission for my child,
                                             Child’s name           Class  
 
to participate in the following 2018 ICAS assessments. 
 
 
Please select the subjects you would like your child to participate in: 
 

Subject/Paper 
School 

Year 
Official Sitting Date Participation Fee (incl. GST) 

Fee 

Enclosed 

Digital 
Technologies 

Yr 3-10 8 May 2018 - Tue 
 

$9.90 

 

Science Yr 2 -12 29 May 2018 - Tue 
 

$9.90 

 

Spelling Yr 2-7 13 June 2018 - Wed 
 

$13.20 

 

Writing Yr 3-12 14 June 2018 -Thur 
 

$19.80 

 

English Yr 2- 12 31 July 2018 - Tue 
 

$9.90 

 

Mathematics Yr 2 -12 14 Aug 2018 -  Tue 
 

$9.90 

 

   TOTAL  

 
Students must sit on the official sitting date for each subject to be eligible for UNSW medals.  
 
     

Please find enclosed for payment of the total fee.  
 
                                            Amount 
 

                 
 

 
Name of Parent/Guardian               Date 
 

  
  

 

Signature of Parent/Guardian 

 
 

 

 
                                                                 

                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 of  

 

 
 

 


